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How can I change 

Parenting Orders? 
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Can I make arrangements 

for my children without 
going to court? 

 If you and the other parent both agree to change the Parenting Orders, you should get legal advice about 
the next steps.  

 

If you can’t agree about changing the Parenting Orders, you may need to go to the Family Courts. Unless 
an exception applies, usually you must try Family Dispute Resolution before you can go to the Family 
Courts about your children.  

 

Domestic and family violence is an exception to having to try Family Dispute Resolution, but you might 

still want to try Family Dispute Resolution before going to court. 

For the Family Courts to consider changing a Parenting Order, you 
need to prove that: 
 
• there has been a significant change in circumstances since 

the orders were made, and  

• changing the orders is in the best interests of the child. 

If a Domestic Violence Order is made after Parenting Orders – 
sometimes the Magistrate in the Domestic Violence Order case can 
change the Parenting Orders. You should get legal advice about 
this.  

 

When will the court change a Parenting 
Order? 

 
This depends on each case, so you should get legal advice about 

your situation. 

What is a significant change of 
circumstances? 

Whi le  we have  tr ied  to  make the  information  here a s  up -to-date and  accurate  as  poss i ble,  the law i s  
complex  and always  chang ing.  Al l  legal  prob lems are  di f ferent.  You shou ld  see  a  lawyer  to  get  adv ice  
about your  problem.  Legal  A id NSW,  Nationa l  Lega l  A id and  the Commonw ealth Attorney -General’ s  
Depar tment are  not  l iab le  for  any error s  or  omiss ions,  or  for  any lo ss  o r  damage that  ar i se s  from any 

person  who rel ies  on  any i nformation  on  thi s  factsheet.  Thi s  fac tsheet was developed in  2019.  


